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Mr. Chairman, 

Director of BR, 

Director of TSB   

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Good morning!

On behalf of the Secretary-General, Dr. Hamadoun I. Touré, and all the elected officials, I am pleased to welcome you all to this meeting of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group. The Chinese New Year of Tiger started from Sunday 14 February. If you allow me, as a Chinese, I would like to present to you my best wishes for the Year of Tiger!
You might remember the fact that I was not on the podium of RAG on 4 February 2009. Instead, the Secretary-General advised you that I was enjoying the arrival of my grand-daughter, my own 3G. According to the Chinese calendar, today is the 1st birthday of my 3G. I have been very happy to join the other members of the ITU Management Team to enjoy my new social status with my 3G since January 2009. Surely, 3G is not any longer a modern topic. Today, we are talking on 4G. BR is leading the 4G development, and my colleague, Director of BR, already enjoyed his 4G in April 2009 shortly after I got my 3G licence.  I offer him my sincere congratulations!
2009 was a year special for both Valery and me. 2009 was an important year for ITU.
In 2009, ITU held several important events, including the World Telecommunication Policy Forum, the ITU TELECOM World 2009, the ITU Council 2009, the ITU Global Symposium for Regulators and the Global Industry Leaders Forum, the Connect-CIS Summit. Moreover, ITU participated in the Copenhagen Climate Change Conference and in all preparatory meetings prior to that Conference. 

In January 2010, the ITU has been very active in assisting Haiti. In less than 48 hours of the tragic event, ITU had sent Mobile Satellite terminals and several staff to help the rescue and assistance teams as well as Government officials. ITU has partnered with other UN Agencies and private sector in the efforts.  ITU Secretary-General has launched an appeal on Haiti. ITU has also assigned 1 million US dollars into the emergency communications fund for long- and short-terms reconstruction efforts. We are pleased with the help from our members. Canada recently donated 120.000 Canadian Dollars to join the ITU efforts to help Haiti. 

In connection to the emergency communication, it is noted that the Radiocommunication Sector has elaborated with WMO a Handbook WMO/ITU on the Use of Radio Spectrum for Meteorology: Weather, Water and Climate Monitoring and Prediction. A few new Recommendations related to emergency radiocommunications (including one for emergency in space) have been approved recently. We appreciated the efforts by ITU-R members as well as by BR secretariat.

Ladies and gentlemen,

This year, several important events are listed in the ITU agenda:

· In April, the ITU Council will meet and finalize its reports to the Plenipotentiary Conference;

· In mid-May in Geneva, the WSIS Forum 2010;

· On 17 May 2010, the WTISD will take place in Shanghai;

· At the end of May, the WTDC-10 to be held in Hyderabad, India;

· In October, ITU will hold its next Plenipotentiary Conference in Mexico. At the request of the Mexican Government, the venue of PP-10 will be changed from Veracruz to Guadalajara. The ITU consultation on this late change has been successfully concluded by Wednesday 10 February 2010, ahead of schedule which was 1 March. We appreciated the support by the Member States. 

As you know, several Council Working Groups took place in Geneva from 25 January to 4 February 2010.  One of them elaborated the draft Strategic Plan and Financial Plan for the Union 2012-2015. I invite RAG Members to provide us with your advice regarding the ITU-R part of the draft Strategic Plan, and we welcome your contributions to the other parts as well. 

I noted that this RAG would be the last RAG for my colleague, Mr. Timofeev, in his role of Director of BR. Surely he might continue to participate in the future RAG meetings, but as a delegate or in some other roles. I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciations for his well respected deep knowledge of the radio communication technologies, very strong and efficient leadership in ITU-R/BR management, an excellent spirit of teamwork to facilitate the coordination and cooperation among three Sectors and GS, and his friendship to all of you/us.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

You have a very tightly prepared schedule of this RAG meeting as well as the opening session. Let me conclude by wishing you a very successful meeting.

Thank you.
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